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 Front Porch Fellowship
by LES BUTLER

A FEW MONTHS AGO WE TALKED 
about the heavy Gospel music 

influence that resonated throughout 
the recent International Bluegrass 
Music Association (IBMA) awards 
show held in Nashville, Tennessee. 
Recently, another organization, the 
Society for the Preservation of Blue-
grass Music (SPBGMA) announced 
the nominees for their upcoming 
fan awards show, and once again, 
Gospel music is well represented. 
The following represents the bluegrass-
Gospel categories:

GOSPEL GROUP OF THE YEAR - 

(Contemporary)

• Blue Highway
• Churchmen
• Isaacs 
• Doyle Lawson & Quicksilver
• Marksmen
• NewFound Road

GOSPEL GROUP OF THE YEAR - 

( Traditional)

• BlueRidge
• Carolina Sonshine
• Churchmen
• Doyle Lawson & Quicksilver
• Village Singers
• Paul Williams & the Victory Trio

In addition to the two Gospel 
categories, Christian singers and 
musicians were well represented in 
various other categories. For ex-
ample, Getting Ready by BlueRidge is 
nominated as one of the year’s best 
bluegrass albums.  

There were many Christians rep-
resented in the various 
instrumentalist categories 
such as Alan Bibey (Blue
Ridge) and Danny Roberts 
(Grascals), who are both 
nominated as the Mando-
lin Player of the Year. 

Sonya Isaacs (Isaacs) 
and Amanda Smith (Kenny 
& Amanda Smith Band) 

are nominated in the Female Vocal-
ist/Contemporary category. Larry 
Sparks, who is very vocal about his 
Christian walk, is nominated in the 
Male Vocalist/Traditional category.

Doyle Lawson & Quicksilver is 
nominated as one of the top Vo-
cal Groups. Front Porch Fellowship 
fan favorites, Ricky Skaggs & Ken-
tucky Thunder are nominated in 
the Instrumental Group of the Year 
category. Finally, Doyle Lawson & 
Quicksilver’s recent radio single, 
“He Lives In Me,” is nominated as 
Song of the Year.

Congratulations to these fine 
Christians. Keep on pickin’ and sin-
gin’ that great bluegrass-Gospel 

music no matter where you 
are! I’ll announce the winners 
in next month’s column!

Don’t forget to listen to 
Front Porch Fellowship on your 
local Solid Gospel Radio affi li-
ate each Saturday and Sunday, 
4 p.m. (Central). You can also 
tune in online by logging onto 
www.solidgospel.com.  SN

“Congratulations 
to these fi ne 

Christians. Keep on 
Pickin’ and singin’ 

that great Bluegrass-
Gospel music...”

DOYLE LAWSON & QUICKSILVER

MARKSMEN

SONYA ISAACS
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