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“Dysfunction”  
(2 Samuel 13-14) 

 
Honoring God When Relationships are Broken 
 
2 Sam 14:12-14  12 Then the woman said, "Let your servant speak a word to my lord the 
king." "Speak," he replied. 13 The woman said, "Why then have you devised a thing like this 
against the people of God? When the king says this, does he not convict himself, for the king 
has not brought back his banished son? 14 Like water spilled on the ground, which cannot be 
recovered, so we must die. But God does not take away life; instead, he devises ways so that 
a banished person may not remain estranged from him.  
 
 

1. Make a choice to do something. 
 
 
2 Sam 14:19-20  19 The king asked, "Isn't the hand of Joab with you in all this?" The woman 
answered, "As surely as you live, my lord the king, no one can turn to the right or to the left 
from anything my lord the king says. Yes, it was your servant Joab who instructed me to do 
this and who put all these words into the mouth of your servant. 20 Your servant Joab did this 
to change the present situation. . . 
 
 

2. God-honoring people will seek to become agents of reconciliation in the midst of 
broken relationships. 

 
 
2 Cor 5:18-19  18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave 
us the ministry of reconciliation: 19 that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not 
counting men's sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation.  
 
 

3. Remember that it’s on God’s heart to restore broken relationships. 
 
 
Rom 5:9-11  9 Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be 
saved from God's wrath through him! 10 For if, when we were God's enemies, we were 
reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, 
shall we be saved through his life! 11 Not only is this so, but we also rejoice in God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.  
 
2 Cor 5:19  19 that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men's 
sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation.  
 


